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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic personal, economic, and social conditions of farmers
(2) knowledge and practice regarding Cassava productivity improvement of farmers (3) opinions about Cassava
productivity improvement of farmers (4) extension needs in Cassava productivity improvement of farmers
(5) problems and suggestions in Cassava productivity improvement of farmers. The population of this research was
cassava production farmers from 3,050 households in Wattananakorn District, Sakaeo Province who had
registered as cassava production farmers with the department of agricultural extension. The sample size of
156 people was determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value of 0.08 and simple random
sampling method. Data was analyzed by using frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
mean, and standard deviation. The results of the research found out that (1) basic personal, economic, and social
conditions of farmers. 56.4% of farmers were female with the average age of 50.42 years. 41.7% of them completed
grade 4 in primary school level with the average experience in cassava production of 8.62 years. The average
member in the household was 3.88 people, the average labor in the household was 2.34 people, and the average
hired labors were 7.08 people. The average income from cassava selling/year was 5,553.83 Baht, the average
production costs of cassava production/year were 2,835.58 Baht, and the average cassava production area was
18.17 Rai. 51.3% owned their own land, 77.6% used their own funding, 70.5% were members of the group, 84.5%
were members of BAAC, 78.2% had no social position, and 69.9% never participated in the meeting. (2) Knowledge
and practice regarding cassava productivity improvement of farmers revealed that 96.8% of farmers had knowledge
in soil preparation with 1 ploughing and 20-30 centimeters depth. 62.2 % practiced the stem cutting with 20-
25 centimeters in length with no less than 5 buds. (3) Opinions towards cassava productivity improvement of
farmers were at the high level in the advantage received aspect from cassava productivity improvement (mean =
4.02) and knowledge about cassava production (3.59). (4) Needs in cassava productivity improvement extension
were at the high level. They wanted content extension (mean = 4.08). Reading extension method, they wanted to
have personal extension the most (mean = 3.91). (5) Problems and suggestions regarding cassava productivity
improvement were at the high level (mean = 3.94). They face with the problem of lacking good cassava seedling

that match market demand (mean = 4.31).

Keywords: Extension need, Cassava productivity improvement, Sakaeo Province
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